
CITY OF HAMMOND 

ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 

 

An Ordinance Providing For Cross Connection Control and  

Water Backflow Prevention 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Hammond, Louisiana in legal session convened, that:  

1. Chapter 32 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Hammond, Louisiana is amended to 

add ARTICLE IV Sections 141-145 as follows:  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ARTICLE IV 

 

… 

 

Sec. 141. Cross-connection control device or method required. 

 

 Each existing or new structure is required to implement and maintain an adequate 

cross-connection control device or method for backflow prevention as mandated under state law 

and state regulations. 

 

Sec. 142. Cross Connections 

 

 A. There shall be no physical connection between a public water supply and any other 

water supply which is not of equal sanitary quality and under an equal degree of official 

supervision; and there shall be no connection or arrangement by which unsafe water may center a 

public water supply system. The approval of the City of Hammond Public Works Department shall 

be obtained prior to making interconnections between potable water supplies. 

 

 B. Once delivered to a customer, that is, once water passes through a service connection, 

it is the customer's responsibility to ensure no water is returned to the public water supply. 

 

 C. Water from any potable water supply complying with these  requirements may be 

supplied to any other system containing water of questionable quality only by means of an 

independent line discharging not less than a distance equal to two times the pipe diameter or 2 

inches, whichever is greater, above the overflow level of storage units open to atmospheric 

pressure or by other methods approved by the state health officer. 

 

Sec. 143 Protection of Water Supply/Containment Practices 

 

 A. Each water supplier shall protect the water produced and distributed by its water 

supply system from potential contamination by ensuring commercial, industrial, governmental, 

and/or multi-family housing served by a master meter, and/or high risk residential customers 

comply with the containment practices and maintenance/field testing requirements prescribed in 

LAC 51:XIV.609. For as otherwise directed by the state health officer. High risk residential 

customers shall include, but not be limited to, those operating fire suppression systems or 

irrigation systems equipped with pumps, injectors, pressurized tanks or vessels, or other facilities 

for injecting into the irrigation system agricultural chemicals such as fungicides, pesticides, soil 

conditioning or other similar noxious, toxic or objectionable substances. In implementing any 

ordinances, rules, contracts, polices, or other steps to achieve such compliance, water suppliers 

shall have the authority to prohibit or discontinue water service to customers who fail to install, 

maintain, field test, or report the results of the field test for containment assemblies or methods in 

accordance with LAC 51:XIV.609.F.9.  

 

 B.  Commercial, industrial, and governmental customers are required to install and 

maintain, at a minimum, reduced pressure principal backflow prevention devices as a condition of 

receiving water service. Commercial, industrial, and governmental customers may receive water 

service after installing and maintaining a lesser protective backflow prevention device or devices, 



or no device at all, if, and only if, a certificated Backflow Prevention Surveyor working for the 

customer certifies, in writing, to the water supplier that there is no contamination threat to the 

public water supply or that the threat is such that lesser protection is fully protective of the public 

water supply. Such certifications shall be valid until the plumbing installations downstream of the 

service connection are altered; control or use of the customer's facility changes; or for a period of 

three years from the date of certification. 

 

 C. The state health officer has determined that Protection of Water Supply/Containment 

Practices are necessary to protect public health and, therefore, arc not subject to the "Grandfather" 

provisions of § 107 of this part. Customers required to install, maintain, and test backflow 

prevention devices shall do so remedially if they have not already done so. Note: According to the 

State Fire Marshall, the addition of a backflow prevention device to a fire protection system 

changes the system's capacity and must be accounted for. 

 

 D. Residential customers with lawn irrigation/sprinkler systems for which pressure 

vacuum breakers provide adequate protection of the public water supply are exempt from annual 

testing requirements provided, however, the pressure vacuum breaker must be properly installed 

and tested upon installation; and tested after any repairs are made. Installation and testing must be 

performed by an individual qualified to install and inspect pressure vacuum breakers or lawn 

irrigation backflow prevention devices in accordance with LAC 51:XIV.609.F.8. Results of 

required tests must be provided timely to the water supplier. A failure to install, test, or maintain a 

pressure vacuum breaker in accordance with the foregoing shall be grounds for interruption of 

water service. 

 

Sec. 144. Connection with Unsafe Water Sources Forbidden 

 

 A. There shall be no cross-connection, auxiliary intake, bypass, inter-connection or 

other arrangement, including overhead leakage, whereby water from a source that does not comply 

with these regulations may be discharged or drawn into any potable water supply which does 

comply with these requirements. The use of valves, including check or back pressure valves, is not 

considered protection against return flow, or back-siphonage, or for the prevention of flow of 

water from an unapproved source into an approved system. 

 

 B. Public water supply connections to any customer whose connected plumbing 

includes auxiliary water supplies, such as wells, submerged inlets, ponds, reservoirs, swimming 

pools and other sources of stagnant, polluted, or contaminated waters shall be made only through 

an "air gap" consisting of a physical separation between the free flowing discharge end of a potable 

water supply pipeline and an open, non-pressure, receiving vessel. Such an air gap shall be at least 

double the diameter of the supply pipe measured above the overflow rim of the vessel and in no 

case less than 1". 

 

 C. Water loading stations 

 

 a. For purposes of this part, there are two classes of water loading stations: potable and 

non-potable. 

 

 b. All loading stations shall be isolated from the public supply using, at a minimum, a 

double check backflow prevention assembly at the customer connection. Unless specific written 

permission is granted by the Office of Public Health to fill potable water vessels at a potable water 

loading station other than over the rim, all vessels being filled at a water loading station shall be 

filled over the rim. 

 

 c. Potable water loading stations shall be assembled using materials suitable for the 

delivery of potable water, which materials have been sanitized and which materials are, at all 

times, maintained in a sanitary fashion. Prior to delivering water through a potable water loading 

station, bacteriological samples taken at the discharge end of the loading station shall be analyzed 

in accordance with the total coliform rule to ensure the water is fit for human consumption. Any 

water delivered •nor to certification the water is fit for human consumption shall be subject to a 

mandatory boil water advisory. All vessels used to deliver potable water shall be certified for 

delivery of potable water and shall be maintained in a sanitary manner. Furthermore, water in bulk 

vessels shall be tested for disinfectant residual immediately prior to delivering water and hourly 

while deliveries continue. At a minimum, the disinfectant residual at time of delivery shall be 0.5 



mg/1 or the water delivered shall be delivered under a boil water advisory. Bacteriological testing 

of water delivered using potable water vessels shall be at the discretion of the State Health Officer. 

 

 

*************************** 

 

 

DIVISION 2. WATER BACKFLOW PREVENTION 

 

.Sec. 145- 1 Definitions. 

 

 The following definitions shall apply only to this division. For those terms not defined in 

this division, the definitions contained in the Louisiana State Plumbing Code 2000 edition (LSPC, 

2000 Edition), and as amended, shall apply. 

 

 Administrative authority means the City of Hammond Public Works Department, or any 

agent, employee, officer, department, or board of the city designated to enforce this division. 

 

 Approved means accepted or acceptable under an applicable specification or standard 

stated or cited in the Code, or accepted as suitable for the proposed use under procedures and 

authority of the administrative authority. 

 

 Approved backflow prevention assembly for containment means an air gap meeting ASME 

Standard A 112.1.2 - 1991 (R 1998) Air Gaps in Plumbing Systems or a backflow prevention 

assembly which is listed by the University of Southern California-Foundation for Cross 

Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC-FCCCHR) as having met the requirements of 

ANSI/AWWA Standard C510-97 or ASSE Standard 1015-1993, Double Check Valve 

Backflow-Prevention Assemblies, or ANSI/AWWA Standard C511-97 or ASSE Standard 

1013-1993, Reduced-Pressure Principle Backflow Assemblies for containment. The listing shall 

include the limitations of use based on the degree of hazard. The backflow prevention assembly 

must also be listed by the ASSE in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition or other testing agency 

approved by the administrative authority. This term shall additionally include those backflow 

prevention assemblies meeting ANSI/ASSE Standard 1047-1995, Backflow Preventer, Reduced 

Pressure Detector Assembly, or ANSI/ASSE Standard 1048-1995, Backflow Preventer, Double 

Check Detector Assembly. (These detector assembly devices are often times used on fire 

protection/fire sprinkler systems to detect and monitor unauthorized water usage.) 

 

 Approved backflow prevention assembly for containment in fire protection system means a 

backflow prevention assembly listed in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition to be used in a fire 

protection system which also meets the requirements of Factory Mutual Research Corporation 

(FM) and Underwriters Laboratory (UL) and the requirement of the standard codes adopted by the 

City of Hammond. Devices sized smaller than 22 inches which have not been listed by 

Underwriters Laboratory (UL) and tested by Factory Mutual Research Corporation (FM) may be 

allowed if approved by the state fire marshal, and such device is listed in Table 606 of the LSPC, 

2000 Edition, Any such device under this definition shall minimally meet the definition of an 

approved backflow prevention assembly for containment. In addition, the particular type of device 

to be used for a particular application/degree of hazard shall be selected and installed in accord 

with the requirements of Table 0104 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition. 

 

 Approved testing agency means an organization primarily established for purposes of 

testing to approved standards and approved by the administrative authority (e.g., American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), American Society of Sanitary Engineers (ASSE), 

American Water Works Association (AWWA), American National Standards Institute (ANSI), 

Factory Mutual Research Corporation (FM), Underwriters Laboratory (UL), University of 

Southern California—Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research 

(USC-FCCCHR), etc.). 

 

 Auxiliary water supply means any water supply on or available to the premises other than 

the water purveyor's approved public water supply such as, but not limited to, a private well, pond 

or river. 

 

 



 Backflow means the flow of water or other liquids, mixtures, or substance into the 

distribution pipes of a potable supply of water from any sources other than its intended source. 

 

 Backflow connection means any arrangement whereby backflow can occur. 

 

Backflow preventer means a device or method to prevent backflow into the potable water 

system. 

 

Backflow prevention assembly general tester means those individuals holding a testing 

certificate from a nationally recognized backflow certification organization approved by the state 

health officer. Such individuals are not required to be a licensed plumber and are authorized to 

perform tests of backflow prevention devices and methods. When such devices or methods are 

located on private property, a backflow prevention assembly general tester is not authorized to 

install, repair, or maintain such devices or methods. A general tester may perform installation, 

maintenance or repairs, if the backflow prevention device is on public property, after having 

obtained approval from the water purveyor. 

 

 Backflow prevention assembly technician means a water supply protection specialist 

licensed by the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana pursuant to R.S. 37:1361 et seq., and its 

implementing regulations (LAC 46:LV.101 et seq.)., All water supply protection specialists are 

Louisiana licensed plumbers who hold such a special endorsement on their plumbing license. Such 

individuals are authorized to test, install, repair, and maintain backflow prevention devices and 

methods. 

 

 Back-pressure backflow means backflow due to an increased pressure above the supply 

pressure. This may be due to pumps, boilers, gravity or other sources of pressure. 

 

 Back-siphonage means the flowing back of use, contaminated, or polluted water from a 

plumbing fixture or vessel into a water supply pipe due to a negative pressure in such pipe. See 

backflow. 

 

 Code. The word Code or this Code, when used alone, shall mean these regulations, 

subsequent amendments thereto or any emergency rule or regulation which the administrative 

authority having jurisdiction may lawfully adopt. 

 

 Containment means a method of backflow prevention which requires the installation of an 

air gap or a backflow prevention assembly immediately following the water meter or as close to 

that location as deemed practical by the administrative authority. 

 

 Contamination means an impairment of the quality of the potable water which creates an 

actual hazard to the public health through poisoning or through the spread of disease by sewage, 

industrial fluids or waste. Also defined as high hazard. 

 

 Cross-connection means any connection or arrangement, physical or otherwise, between a 

potable water supply system and any plumbing fixture or any tank, receptacle, equipment or 

device, through which it may be possible for nonpotable, used, unclean, polluted or contaminated 

water, or other substances, to enter into any part of such potable water system under any condition. 

 

 Customer means the owner, operator, or occupant of a building or property which has a 

water service from a public water system, or the owner or operator of a private water system which 

has a water service from a public water system. Customer shall not include any residential 

connection used for dwelling purposes, unless: (i) the residence is also used as a business premises 

and the home-based business or occupation involves operation of a home-based business or 

occupation which the water purveyor or city inspector deems a potentially significant and high 

hazard to the city water supply; (ii) the domestic water service provided is also used for a 

landscape irrigation system; or (iii) a separate water service has been installed for landscape 

irrigation and other nondomestic purposes. 

 

 Degree of hazard means the rating of a cross-connection or water service which indicates if 

it has the potential to cause contamination or pollution. 

 

 



 Domestic sewage means the liquid and water-borne wastes derived from the ordinary 

living processes, free from industrial wastes, and of such character as to permit satisfactory 

disposal, without special treatment, into the public sewer or by means of a private sewage disposal 

system. 

 

 Double check valve backflow prevention assembly means a backflow prevention device 

consisting of two independently acting internally loaded check valves, four properly located test 

cocks, and two isolation valves. 

 

 Existing work means a plumbing system, or any part thereof which has been installed prior 

to the effective date of this Code. 

 

 Fire protection system means any system used for fire protection or suppression with a 

direct connection to the public water supply, including but not limited to sprinklers, stand-pipes, 

and Siamese connections. 

 

 High hazard, See contamination. 

 

 High hazard cross connection means a cross-connection which may cause an impairment 

of the quality of the potable water by creating an actual hazard to the public health, through 

poisoning or through the spread of disease by sewage, industrial fluids, or waste. 

 

 Industrial waste means any and all liquid or water-borne waste from industrial or 

commercial processes, except domestic sewage. 

 

 Isolation means a method of backflow prevention in which a backflow prevention 

assembly is located at the cross-connection rather than at the water service entrance. 

 

 Labeled means equipment or materials bearing a label or listing agency. 

 

 Liquid water means the discharge from any fixture, appliance or appurtenance in 

connection with a plumbing system which does not receive fecal matter. 

 

 Listed means equipment or materials included in a list published by a listing agency that 

maintains periodic inspection or current production of listed equipment or materials and whose 

listing states either that the equipment or material complies with approved standards or has been 

tested and found suitable for use in a specified manner. 

 

 Listing agency means an agency accepted by the administrative authority which is in the 

business of listing or labeling and which maintains a periodic inspection program on current 

production of listed models, and which makes available a published report of such listing in which 

specific information is included that the product has been tested to approved standards and found 

safe for use in a specific manner. (e.g., USC-FCCCHR, ASSE, etc.) 

 

 Low hazard. See pollution. 

 

 Low hazard cross-connection means a cross-connection which may cause an impairment 

of the quality of potable water to a degree which does not create a hazard to the public health, but 

which does adversely and unreasonably affect the aesthetic qualities of such potable waters for 

domestic use. 

 

 Main means the principal artery of any system of continuous piping to which branches may 

be connected. 

 

 May is a permissive term. 

 

 Pharmaceutical-grade antifreeze means a food-grade antifreeze such as an inhibited 

propylene glyco-based fluid. 

 

 Point of entry means the point of connection to the potable water system. 

 

 



 Point of introduction means the point at which any additive is introduced to the water 

supply system. 

 

 Pollution means an impairment of the quality of the potable water to a degree which does 

not create a hazard to the public health but which does adversely and unreasonably affect the 

aesthetic qualities of such potable waters for domestic use. Also defined as low hazard. 

 

 Potable water means water which is satisfactory for drinking, culinary, and domestic 

purposes and meets the requirements of the state and city departments of health. 

 

 Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly means a backflow prevention 

device consisting of two independently acting internally loaded check valves, a differential 

pressure relief valve, four properly located test cocks, and two isolation valves. 

 

 Sewage means any liquid waste containing animal or vegetable matter in suspension or 

solution and may include liquids containing chemicals in solution. 

 

 Shall. The word shall is a mandatory term. 

 

 Section D 106 refers to the section marked D 106 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 

Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition, 

 

Table D 104 refers to the table marked D 104 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 

Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. (Known as the containment device table). 

 

Table D 105 refers to the table marked D 105 in appendix D of the Louisiana State 

Plumbing Code, 2000 Edition. (Known as the fixture isolation table). 

 

Water purveyor means the City of Hammond Public Works Department. 

 

Water service. Depending on the context, water service means the physical connection 

between a public water system and a customer's building, property, or private water system, or the 

act of providing potable water to a customer. 

 

 Water supply system means the water supply system of a building or premises consisting of 

the building supply pipe, the water distributing pipes and the necessary connecting pipes, fittings, 

control valves, and all appurtenances carrying or supplying potable water in or adjacent to the 

building or premises. 

 

Sec. 145-2.  Administrative authority. 

 

 (a) The water purveyor shall have the right to enter, with the consent of the customer, or 

upon the basis of a suitable warrant issued by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, any property to 

inspect for cross-connections. 

 

 (b) The State of Louisiana will approve training programs for backflow prevention 

assembly technicians and register backflow prevention assembly technicians who successfully 

complete a training program approved by the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana as per R.S. 

37:1367(G) and LAC 46:LV.310, all of which applies to licensed plumbers. 

 

 In addition, the state health officer, through the LSPC, 2000 Edition, does accept certain 

persons as general testers per Section D108.1.1 thereof. Such individuals are known and defined 

herein as backflow prevention assembly general testers. The limitations of jurisdiction/authority of 

backflow prevention assembly general testers are described within said definition. 

 

 (c) The administrative authority shall collect a fee of $25.00 for each inspection done by 

the water purveyor. The inspection will only be for the water purveyor to make sure that the air gap 

or backflow prevention device is in place and is the proper cross-connection control device or 

method used in accord with Table D104 and Section D106. 

 

 (d) The administrative authority and the water purveyor shall maintain records of 

cross-connection hazard surveys, and the installation, testing, and repair of all backflow 



prevention assemblies installed for containment purposes. 

 

 (e) Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the administrative authority and 

water purveyor are authorized to take additional actions which may not be specifically covered 

herein that are deemed necessary to protect the City of Hammond’s water supply from potential or 

actual cross connections in accord with the requirements of the Louisiana State Plumbing Code, 

2000 Edition. 

 

Sec. 145-3. - Water services. 

 

 A. New water services. 

 

  (1) Plans shall be submitted to the water purveyor for review on all new water 

services in order to determine the degree of hazard. 

 

  (2) The water purveyor shall approve the type of backflow prevention assembly or 

method required for containment based on the requirement of Table D104 and degree of hazard. If 

a cross-connection is not listed in Table D104, the water purveyor shall use Table B1 of the 

Manual for the Selection, Installation, Maintenance, and Field Testing of Backflow Prevention 

Devices (CAN/CSA Standard B64.10-1994) as a guide to determine the type of device to require. 

(This document is referred to in Table 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition.) 

 

  (3) The water purveyor shall require the installation of the appropriate backflow 

prevention assembly or method for containment before the initiation of water service. 

 

 B. Existing water service. 

 

  (1) Any changes of, or additions to, existing water services shall be treated as new 

water services for the purpose of this division. 

 

  (2) Within six months after adoption of this division, the administrative authority 

shall publish and make available to each customer a copy of the standards used to determine the 

degree of hazard. 

 

  (3) Each customer shall survey the activities and processes which receives water 

service and shall report to the water purveyor if cross-connections exist and the degree of hazard. 

Upon a finding of hazard, the customer shall cause the appropriate backflow prevention assembly 

or method to be installed in a timely fashion. 

 

  (4) For existing water services, the water purveyor may inspect the premises to 

determine the degree of hazard. When high hazard cross-connections are found the water purveyor 

shall: 

  a. Develop a schedule of compliance which the customer shall follow; or 

 

  b. Terminate the water service until a backflow prevention assembly or method 

for containment required by the water purveyor has been installed. 

 

  (5) Failure of the water purveyor to notify a customer that the customer has a high 

hazard cross-connection and should install backflow prevention assemblies or methods for 

containment in no way relieves the customer of the responsibility to comply with all requirements 

of this section. 

 

See. 145-4.  Customer duties. 

 

 A. The customer shall be responsible for ensuring that no cross-connections exist 

without approved backflow protection within the customer's premises starting at the point of 

service from the public potable water system. 

 

 B. The customer shall, at the customer's own expense, cause installation, operation, 

testing and maintenance of the backflow prevention assemblies required by the administrative 

authority. The customer shall advise the water purveyor in advance of when a device is to be tested 

to allow the water purveyor the opportunity to witness the test. 



 

 C.  Within 15 days after testing and/or repairs are completed, the customer shall provide 

the administrative authority with copies of records of the installation and of all tests and repairs 

made to the backflow prevention assembly on a form provided by the administrative authority. 

 

 D.  In the event of a backflow incident, the customer shall immediately notify the water 

purveyor of the incident and take steps to confine the contamination or pollution. Water service 

will not be restored until corrective action is taken and approved after inspection by the water 

purveyor. 

 

 E. In accordance with Section D108.3.4 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition, the customer shall 

maintain records of installations, tests, repairs, overhauls, or replacements of backflow prevention 

devices or methods for at least five years and, upon request, such records shall be made available 

to the administrative authority. 

 

Sec. 145--5. - Requirements. 

 

 A. Water purveyor requirements: 

 

  (1) For premises existing prior to the start of this program, the water purveyor will 

perform evaluations and inspections of plans and/or premises and inform the customer by letter of 

any corrective action deemed necessary, the method of achieving the correction, and the time 

allowed for the correction to be made. Ordinarily, 90 days will be allowed, however, this time 

period may be shortened depending upon the degree of hazard involved and the history of the 

device(s) in question. 

 

  (2) The water purveyor will not allow any cross-connection to remain unless it is 

protected by an approved backflow preventer or an air gap for which a permit has been issued and 

which will be regularly tested to insure satisfactory operation. 

 

  (3) The water purveyor shall notify the customer by letter of any failure to comply 

at the time of the first reinspection or immediately following the first reinspection. The water 

purveyor will allow an additional 15 days for the correction. In the event the customer fails to 

comply with the necessary correction by the time of the second reinspection, the water purveyor 

will notify the customer by letter that the water service to the customer’s premises will be 

terminated within five days from the customer's receipt of such letter, in the event that the 

customer informs the water purveyor of extenuating circumstances as to why the correction has 

not been made, a time extension may be granted by the water purveyor but in no case will exceed 

an additional 30 days. 

 

  (4) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, if the water purveyor determines at 

any time that a serious threat to the public health exists, the water service will be terminated 

immediately. 

 

  (5) The water purveyor shall have on file a list of private contractors who are 

certified backflow device testers and/or repairers. All charges for these tests, repairs, etc., will be 

paid by the customer of the building or property. 

 

  (6) The water purveyor will begin initial premise inspections to determine the 

nature of existing or potential hazards, following the approval of this program by the city council 

and mayor, during the calendar year. Initial focus will be on high hazard industries and commercial 

premises. 

 

 B. Customer requirements. 

 

  (1) The customer shall be responsible for the elimination or protection of all 

cross-connections on his premises. 

 

  (2) The customer, after having been informed by a letter from the water purveyor, 

shall at his expense, install, maintain, and test or have tested, any and all required backflow 

prevention devices or methods on his premises. 

 



  (3) The customer shall correct any malfunction of the backflow prevention device 

or method which is revealed by periodic testing. 

 

  (4) The customer shall inform the water purveyor of any proposed or modified 

cross-connection and also any existing cross-connection of which the customer is aware but has 

not been found by the water purveyor. 

 

  (5) The customer shall not install a bypass around any backflow prevention device 

or method unless there is a backflow prevention device or method of the same type on the bypass. 

Customers who cannot shut down operation for testing of the device(s) or method(s) must supply 

additional devices or methods necessary to allow testing to take place. 

 

  (6) The customer shall install backflow prevention devices or methods in a manner 

approved by the water purveyor and in conformance with the installation requirements of Section 

606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition. In addition, devices having art atmospheric port or discharge shall 

be installed such that the port or discharge point is located at least 24 inches above the highest 

flood level which may have occurred in the previous ten-year period. 

 

  (7) The customer shall install only backflow prevention devices or methods 

approved by the water purveyor. 

 

  (8) Any customer having a private well, auxiliary water supply or other private 

water source must have a permit if the well, auxiliary water supply or source is cross-connected to 

the water purveyor's system, Permission to cross-connect may be denied by the water purveyor. 

The customer may be required to install a backflow prevention device or method at the service 

entrance if a private water source is maintained, even if it is not cross-connected to the water 

purveyor's system. 

 

  (9) In the event the customer installs plumbing to provide potable water for 

domestic purposes which is on the water purveyor's side of the backflow prevention device or 

method, such plumbing must have its own backflow preventer installed. 

 

  (10) The customer shall be responsible for the payment of a $50.00 annual permit 

fee, annual or semi-annual device or method testing, re-testing in the case that the device or 

method fails to operate correctly, and second reinspections for noncompliance with the water 

purveyor's requirements, A reinspection fee of $200.00 per device shall be charged each time a 

facility fails an inspection. 

 

Sec. 145--6. Required backflow prevention assemblies or methods for containment. 

 

 A. Water service assemblies: An air gap or an approved reduced pressure principle 

backflow prevention assembly is required for water services having one or more potential 

cross-connections which the administrative authority classifies as high hazard as defined by 

Tables D104 and D105. 

 

 B. Fire protection system assemblies: 

 

  (1) All proposed installations of fire suppression systems shall be reviewed by the 

City of Hammond Fire Department and the City of Hammond Public Works Department to 

determine the appropriate type of backflow prevention devices or methods required. 

 

  (2) For all proposed fire suppression systems using antifreeze, a reduced pressure 

principle (#10 on Table D104) backflow prevention device shall be installed at the point of entry. 

The customer shall provide the city with the design and chemical usage of the fire suppression 

system. 

 

  (3) All existing fire suppression systems shall meet the requirements of section 

98-112 above. An inspection by a fire suppression specialist shall be done to determine whether 

antifreeze has been utilized in the suppression system. The inspection shall be done at the expense 

of the customer. If it cannot be certified that antifreeze has been used, then a backflow prevention 

device shall be installed as prescribed by Table D104 and as approved by the City of Hammond 

Public Works department. Installation shall be at the expense of the customer. The required 



backflow prevention devices or methods shall be installed at the time the system is repaired or 

changed, or within 12 months after adoption of this division, whichever occurs first. 

 

  (4) In the event cross-connections, such as those found in using auxiliary water 

supply systems or in providing other water additives such as foaming agents, are necessary for the 

proper operation of the fire suppression system, then an air gap or a reduced pressure principle 

backflow prevention device shall be installed in an approved manner. 

 

Sec. 145--7. Registration. 

 

 A. Technician registration: Any backflow prevention assembly technician licensed by 

the State of Louisiana must register with the administrative authority before performing work 

within the City of Hammond. Any licensed backflow prevention assembly technician shall include 

his or her state registration number on all correspondence and forms required by or associated with 

this division. 

 

 B. General tester registration: Any backflow prevention assembly general tester shall 

present a copy of his/her testing certificate from a nationally recognized backflow certification 

organization and shall register with the administrative authority before performing work within the 

City of Hammond. 

 

Sec. 145--8. Noncompliance by registered technicians or general testers. 

 

 (a) The local registration of a technician or general tester may be revoked or suspended 

for a period of up to two years for noncompliance with this division. 

 

 (b) Any of the following conditions constitute noncompliance: 

 

  (1) Improper testing or repair of backflow prevention assemblies or methods; 

 

  (2) Improper reporting of the results of testing or of repairs made to backflow 

prevention assemblies or methods; 

 

  (3) Failure to meet registration requirements; or 

 

  (4) Related unethical practices. 

 

Sec. 145--9.  Installation of backflow prevention assemblies or methods. 

 

 A. The required backflow prevention assemblies or methods for containment shall be 

installed in the manner recommended by the manufacturer and in accord with the requirements of 

Section 606 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition, immediately following the meter or as close to that 

location as deemed practical by the administrative authority. In any case, it shall be located 

upstream from any branch piping. Installation at this point does not eliminate the responsibility of 

the customer to protect the water supply system from contamination or pollution between the 

backflow prevention assembly or methods and the water main. 

 

 B. Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assemblies shall be installed so as to 

be protected from flooding. The port or discharge point shall be installed such that it is located at 

least 24 inches above the highest flood level which may have occurred in the previous ten-year 

period. 

 

 C. Reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall not be 

installed in underground vaults or pits, unless a gravity drainage system (designed by a Louisiana 

registered engineer) for the particular site has been approved by the state health officer. (The intent 

of the exception to this section is to possibly allow below grade installations on particular sites or 

lots having sufficiently hilly ground at the proposed location of the device such that when the vault 

or pit is constructed it may be equipped with positive gravity drainage openings as to prevent any 

part of the device from being submerged. A recommended design standard for such an installation 

may be found in Sections 606.4.1 and 606.4.2 of the 1994 Standard Plumbing Code.) 

 

  



 D. All backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be protected from freezing. 

Those devices used for seasonal services may be removed in lieu of being protected from freezing; 

however, the devices must be reinstalled and tested by a registered backflow prevention assembly 

technician prior to service being reactivated. 

 

 E. If hot water is used within the water supply system, thermal expansion shall be 

provided for when installing a backflow prevention assembly or method for containment in 

accordance with Section 613.2 of the LSPC, 2000 Edition. 

 

 F. Provisions shall be made to convey the discharge of water from reduced pressure 

principle backflow prevention assemblies or methods to a suitable drain through an air gap. 

 

 G. No backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be installed in a place where 

they would create a safety hazard, such as, but not limited to, over an electrical panel, or above 

ceiling level. 

 

 H. If interruption of water service during testing and repair of backflow prevention 

assemblies or methods for containment is unacceptable to the customer, another backflow 

prevention assembly or method of equivalent or higher protection, sized to handle the temporary 

water flow needed during the time of testing or repair, shall be installed in parallel piping. 

 

 I. All backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be installed so that they are 

accessible for testing. 

 

 J. All shut-off valves shall conform with the current edition of the 2000 Edition 

Louisiana State Plumbing Code requirements for either ball or resilient seat gate valves. Full port 

ball valves shall be used on assemblies installed in piping two inches or smaller, and full port 

resilient wedge-type shut off valves on assemblies installed in piping larger than two inches. 

 

Sec. 145--10. Testing of backflow prevention assemblies or methods. 

 

 A. Testing of backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be performed by a 

backflow prevention assembly technician or by a backflow prevention assembly general tester 

registered with the administrative authority. The costs of tests required in the following paragraphs 

shall be borne by the customer. 

 

 B. Backflow prevention assemblies or methods shall be tested upon installation; when 

cleaned, repaired, or overhauled; when relocated; and, shall be tested and inspected at least once 

annually. Backflow prevention devices shall be tested in accordance with CAN/CSA Standard 

B64.10-1994 or ASSE Standard 5010-1998. 

 

 C. Backflow prevention assemblies or methods which are in place, but have been out of 

operation for more than three (3) months, shall be tested before being put back into operation. 

Backflow prevention assemblies or methods used in seasonal applications shall be tested before 

being put into operation each season. 

 

 D. Any backflow prevention assembly or method which fails a periodic test shall be 

repaired or replaced by a backflow prevention assembly technician when such assembly is located 

on private property. When such a device is located on public property, a backflow prevention 

assembly general tester may repair or replace the device if authorized by the water purveyor. When 

water service has been terminated for noncompliance, the backflow prevention assembly or 

method shall be repaired or replaced prior to the resumption of water service. Backflow prevention 

assemblies or methods shall be re-tested by a registered backflow prevention assembly technician 

or by a backflow prevention assembly general tester immediately after repair or replacement. 

 

 E. The City of Hammond Public Works Department may require backflow prevention 

assemblies or methods to be tested at any time in addition to the annual testing requirement. 

 

 F. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention 

assembly general tester shall report the testing of backflow prevention assembly or method to the 

customer and to the administrative authority within 15 days of the test. 

 



 G. The administrative authority may require, at its own cost, additional tests of 

individual backflow prevention assemblies or methods as it shall deem necessary to verify test 

procedures and results. 

 

Sec. 145--11. Repair of backflow prevention assemblies or methods. 

 

 A. All repairs to backflow prevention assemblies or methods on private property shall be 

performed by a licensed plumber holding a special water supply protection specialist endorsement 

on his plumbing license, herein defined as backflow prevention assembly technician. 

 

 B. After obtaining approval from the water purveyor, a backflow prevention assembly 

general tester may perform repairs to backflow prevention assemblies or methods located on 

public property. 

 

 C. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention 

assembly general tester shall not change the design, material, or operational characteristics of a 

backflow prevention assembly or method during repair or maintenance, and shall use only original 

manufacturer replacement parts, if available; if not available, shall use replacement parts approved 

by the department of inspections. 

 

 D. The registered backflow prevention assembly technician or backflow prevention 

assembly general tester shall report the repair, overhaul, or replacement of any backflow 

prevention assembly or method to the customer and to the City of Hammond Public Works 

Department on the form provided by the City of Hammond Public Works department within 15 

days of the repair. 

 

Sec. 145--12. Customer noncompliance. 

 

 The water service may be discontinued in the case of noncompliance with this division. 

Noncompliance includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 

 (1) Refusal to allow the administrative authority or water purveyor access to the property 

to inspect for cross-connection; 

 

 (2) Removal of a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required by 

the administrative authority; 

 

 (3) Bypassing of a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required by 

the administrative authority; 

 

 (4) Providing inadequate backflow prevention when potential or actual 

cross-connections exist; 

 

 (5) Failure to install a backflow prevention assembly or method which has been required 

by the administrative authority; 

 

 (6) Failure to test and/or properly repair a backflow prevention assembly or method as 

required by the administrative authority; or 

 

 (7) Failure to comply with the requirements of this division. 

 

Sec. 145--13. Penalty for violation. 

 

 Apart from any other penalties or sanctions imposed by local or state laws, any person 

found guilty of violating any provision of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction thereof, shall be punished in accordance with Section 1-8 of the Hammond Code of 

Ordinances. Each day that a violation is allowed to continue shall constitute a separate and distinct 

violation. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 



2. This ordinance shall be effective as of the date of signature by the Mayor. 

 The above and foregoing ordinance having been duly submitted to the Hammond City 

Council in writing; introduced at a public meeting on _______________, 2015 of the Hammond 

City Council and discussed at a public meeting held on _________________, 2015; after motion 

and second was submitted to the official vote of the Hammond City Council. 

  On motion by _________________________ and a Second by 

_________________________ the foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on 

________________, 2015, by the following roll call vote: 

Votes: Johnny Blount (  ) Jason Hood (  ) Janice Carter Beard  (  ) Lemar Marshall (  ) Mike 

Williams (  ) Motion carried approved. 

 

WHEREFORE the above and foregoing ordinance was declared duly adopted on this _______ day 

of ______________, in the year 2015, at Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana. 

 

_________________________________            ______________________________ 

Mike Williams       Pete Panepinto 

President, Hammond City Council    Mayor, City of Hammond 

 

_________________________________ 

Alma Mitchell, Acting Clerk 

Hammond City Council 

 


