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Louisizna Department of Envirommental Quatity
&02N Fifth 51
Baton Rouge LA TORG2

Re: CS221742401
City of Hammond South Wastewster Treatment Plant Improvements Project
Categorical Exclusion Reguest

Deputy Secretary Bennett,

The City of Hemmoni Is requesting a Categorical Exclusion for its South Wastewater Treamment Mant
Improvemesis Project (C$221742-01), In accordance with LAC Title 33, Part 1X, §2125.C.2.c, | am providing the
follawi E :

Deseription of the Proposed Project
The SWTF was designed 1o process an sverage 4.1 MGD, with perminied effluent limits of 30/45 mg/L for
BOD: 90/135 mo/L for TS5, 200400 col/ 100 mL for FC, 6-9 SU for pH, and <0.1 mg/L for TRC.

Berween November 2016 and July 2017, however, the SWTP was cited 6 times for significant exceedances
of the BOD fimit—despite  $5 million CWSRF investment in 2013 1o correct V1 in central Hammond aind similarky
prioritized arcas and a nearly $1 million LCDBG investment in 2014 o add pretreatmernit facilities to the SWTP,

a-wwummwmswmpmmm:mmmmmm&mmn
umdm'm'mﬂﬂdymﬂhml]ﬂdmhwﬂi&ﬂmﬁymﬂﬂwﬁmm&u[m
receives about 64" of min per year, and all bul | of 23 BOD exeursions in 2016 occurred after heavy rinfalls), 2)
mmmwﬁmmwmmwmmmmmmdh insufficiont detention fime,
especially during hesvy minfall, when flow can increase from 4.1 to over & MGD and. on rare oceasions, has
exceeded | | MGE

With $2.1 miilion in sew financing througl the CWSRF, the City will make the following improvements
w the SWTHE Ilmhnhguhﬁngmmmﬂm“wmmmhhmmhmiﬁns
pretreatment/treatment facifities and 2) constructing s new cell, "Cell 1B.” adiacent to Cell 1 10 allow for additional
.:qnclryufupmlM{iuﬂinmuddmmﬂimcaplhithyimmmwhmdﬂpﬂulﬁwﬂwﬂnldh
relocated to this new cell). The new aerators and blowers will provide additional pxvgen and ensure more
pEgressive, complete mixing, mihumamm.:mmmmmmm
provided by Cell IBﬂIwﬁwﬁvuﬁ:mﬂﬁmﬁxﬂnﬂkﬂh«m:ﬂmmMWu
conditions at the SWTP to bring it into compliance with LIFEQ.

A preliminary site plan is enclosed showing the prapased locations of Cell 1B and the aermtors and blowers
ideniified above.
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No Action Alternative

The City has explored alternatives to ihe proposed projeci—including $5 miilion in I/l corrections o
Hammond's sewer collection system and the addition of & 51 million pretreatment facility to the SWTP. While
these have improved canditions at the SWTP, they kave ot resolved BOD exceedances and contributing high
‘ammonia levels nor provided additional capacity or ingreased detention time to mansgs heavy minfulls, population
g-nw:htﬁ-nmjmmvrI!.Wﬂm&mﬂummlhmmmw;mludumhmdmmhlmd

Doing nothing i not an allernative.

The Ciy has also carefully examined the costs associated with this project and found the project (o be cost-
eifective. And an analysis of expenses and revenues—includmg those projected over the next several years—have:
demonsirated the City is financially capable of constructing. operating, and mainmining the proposed Cell 1B,
serators, and blowers identified above. In fact, when completed, the proposed project, which will increase capacity,
detention time, seration, and mixing to Teduce ammonia and BOD levels, may reduce operational, maintenance,
lndm;ﬂrmlﬂfmduumgminmnxhﬁnuﬁﬂlhhmdﬂhﬂimﬁuglhmedfwmlwmﬁm_Thupmjn:l’s:
budgei fllows:

Item Cost

Construction $1,769.800.00
Contingencies §145.200,00
Hasic Engineering Services (Fixed Cost) $132.55802
Construction Inspection $44.245.00
Testing LalwiQC £4,000.00
Miscellansous Costy S196.9%

Total Cosi: S2,100,000,00

Reasons for Categorical Exclusion
The proposed project invelves minor upgrades of existing facilities and construction of new minor ancillary
facilitics on the same property as existing facilities.

fhe proposed project does NOT involve any of the non-categorically-excludable activities described under
Title 33, Part IX, §2125.C 2cila)e), and none of the extraordinary clrcumstances |dentified in Title 33, Part IX.
§2125 2.4, apply to the proposed project.

Additionally, the SWTP, which ix solely owned by the City and located on land solely owned by the City,
wiis environmentally cleared by LDEQ, OCD, SHP(O, EPA, the Army Corps of Engineers, and others in May 2013
under the LCDBG Program:

Shuuywnffm;nmﬂuwnﬂithmﬂnfwmﬁmﬁrmﬁwmchm please do not hesitaie
10 contact my Crants Manager, Charles Borchers 1V, at 9852775647 or borchers_cwi@hsmmaond.org.

Very truly yvours,

(o078

Pete Fanepinto, Mayor
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