




 

  
Louisiana Children’s Discovery Center 

Inspiring Children to embrace the WORLD! 
113 North Cypress Street 

Hammond, Louisiana   70401 
(985) 340-9150 

www.lcdcofhammond.org 
EIN# 20-5251359 

 

Thank you! 

 
With the support of the City of Hammond we were able to weather the storm of COVID-19 and were given the 
opportunity to reinvent the way we did business.  We continued to inspire more play, provided playful 
learning experiences to children and families in our community and surrounding areas.  We welcomed our 
340,000th visitor since we opened our doors in October 2010. 
 

We can not do what we do without YOU! 
 
Mission:  To provide an exceptional environment where play and learning inspire children to embrace the 

world. 
 

History:  On October 1, 2010 the Louisiana Children’s Discovery Center opened its door in downtown 

Hammond, and that is when the dream came alive. Visitors came from near and far, from all walks of life to 
play and experience memories that families long for spending quality time with their children. Families were 
looking for a place with no electronic devices or daily interruptions, just good old fashioned play where 
children are inspired to expand their imaginations, creativity and motor skills. 

There are many magical moments that happen on a daily basis at the Discovery Center; just stop by for 
a visit and you will see what we mean. 

We are a non-profit 501(C)(3) organization, and in order for the Discovery Center to keep admissions 
affordable for all families in our community, your support is critical to help us continue to offer meaningful 
programs and continue to grow with new exhibits and maintain our existing exhibits. 

We hope you will visit our center and see all the wonderful activities we offer our families, and 
consider supporting our efforts. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.lcdcofhammond.org/


 
 
Programs and Events hosted by the LCDC: 
 

• Currently Open to the General Public on Tuesday through Friday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm; Saturday 10:00 
am – 5:00 pm and Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  

• Birthday Parties 

• Field Trips (limited to one school per day) 

• Members Only Events 

• 9 weeks of Kid Camps were offered throughout the year 

• Parent Night Out Events 

• SOAR Program – reduced admission for all children on the spectrum 

• Hammond After School Program came in February 2020 

• Holiday Events  
 

 

Last 3 Years Accomplishments: 
• A new Dino Dig Exhibit was installed 

• A new music exhibit was installed 

• A new Toddler Area was built 

• A new slide was installed on the Crane Command Exhibit 

• Two New Murals were painted to enhance our facility 

• A new kitchen was built in our Middendorf’s Exhibit 

• New STEM block center was developed 

• New A/C unit was installed 

• New Flight Lab Exhibit 

• New Train Exhibit 

• New covers for the Rock Climbing Wall mats 

• 2 new Exhibit Sponsors 

• Social Media Programming during COVID-19 
 

The City of Hammond Grant Funds will be used  to help pay our operating costs.  The grant is 

approximately 42% of the operating costs of the Louisiana Children’s Discovery Center.  As we continue to try 
to regain ground due to the pandemic closures, the grant funds will allow us to continue to operate without 
greatly increasing our admission prices, in order to serve as many members of our community as possible. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Hammond Residents that Benefit from the Louisiana Children’s Discovery 
Center: 
 
2019 – 3720 Hammond Residents; 6635 Tangipahoa Residents; total visitors 24,027 
2020 – 1789 Hammond Residents; 1789 Tangipahoa Residents; total visitors 6640 
2021 – 3947 Hammond Residents; 6747 Tangipahoa Residents; total visitors 11214 
 

2022 Budget –attached 
 
Other than funding from the City of Hammond, our funds are all self generated throught admissions, 
memberships, corporate contributions, museum events, and fundraisers. 
 
We encourage families to make a point to include play in the mix of their day because play is powerful, it 
builds brains and bodies, it reduces stress and anxiety and inspires joy, which is crucial during this time. 
Moreover, due to the support of our sponsors, including the City of Hammond, we have been able to remain 
open during times that children’s museums in the surrounding parishes were not.  That allowed us to continue 
to serve families in our community, but also encouraged visitors from outside of our parish to spend their 
money in Hammond. 
 
Because of the support of our corporate sponsors, members, fundraising activities and the City of Hammond, 
we can continue sparking children’s learning through play for many more years to come.  Please consider 
keeping the Louisiana Children’s Discovery Center in your budget in the amount of $80,000.00.  We request 
this sum because it is the amount provided pursuant to the cooperative endeavor agreement entered into 
between LCDC and the City Council with the goal of stepping-down the funding received by the City. 
 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 
 
The Board of Directors of the Louisiana Children’s Discovery Center, Inc. 
Elsbet Smith Hollywood, President 
Destin Sims, Secretary 
Daryl Ferrara, Treasurer 
Erika Sledge, Vice President 
Corie Downing 
Alexis Ducorbier 
Ron Genco 
Kali Norton 



Louisiana Children's Discovery Center, Inc.
Budget Overview: 2022 Original Budget - FY22 P&L
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TOTAL

Income

CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT

City of  Hammond Assistance 80,000.00

DONATIONS

Business Donations 8,000.00

Exhibit Sponsorships 20,000.00

Individual Donations 500.00

Total DONATIONS 28,500.00

Total CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT 108,500.00

EARNED REVENUES

Birthday Party Income 26,000.00

Less Birthday Party Expense -1,000.00

Total Birthday Party Income 25,000.00

Field Trips 2,000.00

Less Field Trip Expense -500.00

Total Field Trips 1,500.00

Total EARNED REVENUES 26,500.00

FEES FOR ADMISSION 50,000.00

Membership Dues - Individuals 5,000.00

Total FEES FOR ADMISSION 55,000.00

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Jazz Brunch 20,000.00

Less Jazz Brunch Expense -5,000.00

Total Jazz Brunch 15,000.00

MISC FUNDRAISERS 2,000.00

Less Misc. Fundraiser Expense -500.00

Total MISC FUNDRAISERS 1,500.00

Red Tag 2,000.00

Total FUNDRAISING EVENTS 18,500.00

MISC. INCOME 500.00

MUSEUM EVENTS

MISC MUSEUM EVENTS 15,000.00

Less Misc. Events Expenses -1,500.00

Total MISC MUSEUM EVENTS 13,500.00

Total MUSEUM EVENTS 13,500.00

Total Income $222,500.00

GROSS PROFIT $222,500.00

Expenses

BUSINESS ACCOUNTS

Merchant Bank Card Fee 3,000.00

Total BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 3,000.00
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TOTAL

EXHIBITS

Exhibit Maintenance 2,000.00

Total EXHIBITS 2,000.00

NON-PERSONNEL EXPENSES

Bank Charges 240.00

Dues & Subscriptions 3,500.00

Insurance - Non-Employee 10,000.00

Office Equipment Leases 2,317.00

Office Supplies & Expenses 1,500.00

Operating Supplies (Art/Bubble) 1,000.00

Postage, Shipping, Delivery 600.00

Printing & Copying 500.00

Software/Website Support 5,000.00

Telephone & Telecommunications 2,000.00

Total NON-PERSONNEL EXPENSES 26,657.00

OCCUPANCY EXPENSES

Building Maintenance 5,000.00

Janitorial & Supplies 1,500.00

Pest Control 800.00

Rent, Parking, Other Occupancy 40,000.00

Security System Monitoring 348.00

Utilities 14,000.00

Total OCCUPANCY EXPENSES 61,648.00

PR AND ADVERTISING

Advertising & Marketing 1,750.00

Total PR AND ADVERTISING 1,750.00

PROFESSIONAL EXPENSES

Audit Fees 2,750.00

Board Accounting 10,600.00

Legal/Filing Fees 50.00

Total PROFESSIONAL EXPENSES 13,400.00

SALARIES & RELATED EXPENSES

Employee Uniform Expense 100.00

Payroll Taxes 10,000.00

Salaries & Wages

Executive Director 45,000.00

Managers 25,000.00

Part-Time Employees 30,000.00

Total Salaries & Wages 100,000.00

Workmans Comp Insurance 1,000.00

Total SALARIES & RELATED EXPENSES 111,100.00

TRAVEL & MEETING EXPENSES
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TOTAL

Conference, Convention, Meeting 1,200.00

Lodging 1,000.00

Meals 300.00

Travel 500.00

Total TRAVEL & MEETING EXPENSES 3,000.00

Total Expenses $222,555.00

NET OPERATING INCOME $ -55.00

Other Income

Interest-Savings/Short-Term Inv 25.00

Vendor's Compensation 30.00

Total Other Income $55.00

NET OTHER INCOME $55.00

NET INCOME $0.00
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