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Work Session: Thursday, January 4, 2024 
Public Hearing: Thursday, January 11, 2024 
Council Meeting: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 
 
Request:  
VAR-2023-11-00131. Request by W.D.G. Estates to recommend a variance from Ordinance  
22-5668, concerning 300 S. Oak St. 
(Ordinance 22-5668: An ordinance establishing a temporary 180-day moratorium on the acceptance and processing 
of subdivision plats, site development plans or zoning amendments for multifamily housing within the City of 
Hammond providing for variances and providing a severability clause.) 
 
Considerations under Ordinance 22-5668: 
4. An owner of property within the City may request a variance from the requirements of this 
ordinance under the following conditions: 

(a) special circumstances or conditions exist imposing an undue hardship on the property 
      owner: or 
(b) where a multi-family project is in the public interest for that particular area and will not 

disturb the character of the neighborhood; or 
(c) there is a previously existing legal right to proceed; or 
(d) a re-zoning of the property would not result in a multi-family development. 

 
Site Information: 
 
Location (Address): 300 S Oak St 
 
Council District:   City Council District 2 
 
Existing Zoning:   MX-N                          
 
Future Land Use:  Mixed-Use 
 
Existing Land Use:  Vacant Land   
 
Adjacent Land Use and Zoning: 
 
 Direction: Land Use/Zoning: 
 North MX-C, Multifamily  
 South RM-2, Duplex (former “Spot” music location, disrepair)   
 West RM-2, Single-family home 
 East MX-CBD, Vacant Lot (5-unit apartment building visible) 
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Surrounding Properties: 
 
300 South Oak – parcel under consideration for 6 units instead of 4. Zoned MX-N that allows for 
multifamily. 
 
302 South Oak – former “Spot” music site. Two units. Zoned RM-2. 
 
304 South Oak – Four units. Zoned MX-C 
 
306 South Oak – Three units. Zoned MX-C 
 
308/310 South Oak – Six units. Zoned MX-C. Northwest corner of Oak and Coleman 
 
311 South Oak – Commercial. Zoned MX-CBD 
 
113 Edwin Neill – Five units. Visible from northeast corner of Oak and Edwin Neill due to 
vacant lots directly across from parcel under consideration. 
 
208/210/212 South Oak – Three units. Zoned MX-C. Northwest corner of Oak and Edwin Neill 
 
206 South Oak – Three units. Zoned MX-C 
 
221 South Oak – Commercial. Zoned MX-CBD. Northeast corner of Oak and Edwin Neill 
 
209 Edwin Neill – Single Family (adjacent and west of parcel). Zoned RM-2 
 
211 Edwin Neill – Two units. Zoned RM-2 
 
204 Edwin Neill – Single Family. Zoned MX-C 
 
206 Edwin Neill – Three units. Zoned MX-C 
 
210 Edwin Neill – Two units. Zoned MX-C 
 
 
Board of Adjustments: 
 
On January 11, 2024, the Board of Adjustments voted to deny the variance. 
(3 to deny, 2 commissioners were absent). 
 

 

















 

 

 

300 S Oak – Parcel zoned MX-N, lot size 150’ x 50’, would like to build 6 units instead of 4 



 

 

 
Four Units (south of parcel) at 304 S Oak – MX-C 

Two units (adjacent and south of parcel) at 302 S Oak – RM-2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six Units (south of parcel) at 308 S Oak and 310 S Oak, corner of 
Oak and Coleman. Additional building behind these. – MX-C 

 

Three Units (south of parcel) at 306 S Oak – MX-C 
Additional building behind this one. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back building of six units at corner of Oak and Coleman 

Three Units – Directly north of parcel – MX-C 
Across street on northwest corner of Oak & Edwin Neill 
208, 210, 212 S Oak 



 

 

 

 

 

Three Units – North of parcel at 206 S Oak – MX-C 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Units – Across street (north of parcel) on Edwin Neill – MX-C 

Two Units – MX-C 

Two Units – RM-2 Single Family (adjacent and west of parcel) on Edwin Neill – RM-2 

Single Family – MX-C 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commercial – northeast corner of Oak & Edwin Neill 
Across street diagonally from parcel 



 

 

 

5 Units – Across street (east of parcel) visible on southeast corner of Oak & Edwin Neill 

Commercial – Across street on Oak Street (southeast of parcel) 
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18. Publishing establishment, printing plant 
19. Art studio/gallery 
20. Convenience store without gas 
21. Dry Cleaning 
22. Taxi stand limited to five taxis 
23. Wholesale business included within a building – not including warehouse 
24. Reception/Banquet Hall 
25. Cemeteries and/or Memorial Gardens 

B. Accessory Uses 
1. Home Occupations 
2. Private Garages 
3. Tennis court, swimming pools, garden houses, tool sheds, pergolas, barbecue ovens and similar 

uses customary accessory to residential uses 
4. Accessory Places of Worship Uses that are not considered a nuisance to the neighborhood.   
5. Raising and keeping of domestic animals but not on a commercial basis or on a scale objectionable 

to neighboring property owners.   
6. Gardens for noncommercial uses 
7. Incidental storage not to exceed 40% of the floor area 
8. Sale of alcohol in conjunction with a full-service restaurant 

C. Conditional Uses   
1. Day Care Facility 
2. Home occupations 
3. Commercial Parking 
4. Off street parking facility 
5. Social services 
6. Convenience store with gas 
7. All vehicle sales and rentals 
8. All water-oriented sales and services 
9. Minor utilities  

 

B.  MX-N Neighborhood Mixed Use 
The MX-N District is intended to provide appropriate areas for new and existing development that 
incorporates both small-scale residential and office uses within close proximity to one another and adjacent 
neighborhoods. The district is also intended to provide for live/work opportunities where people can live and 
work in the same physical space. The district can also be used as a transition between arterials or more 
intense commercial areas and established residential neighborhoods.  Neighborhood Mixed Use is intended to 
provide for a variety of residential, retail, service and commercial uses all within walking distance of residential 
neighborhoods. 
 
A. Allowed Uses 

1. Detached Living (Single-Family Dwelling)  
2. Modular without chassis 
3. Attached House 
4. Row Houses 
5. Apartments (multi-family dwelling) 
6. Group living 
7. Social Services 
8. Civic Uses 
9. Parks and open space 
10. Minor utilities 
11. Day Care 
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12. Country Club 
13. All indoor recreation except sexually oriented business 
14. All medical 
15. All office 
16. Overnight lodging  

a. Bed and Breakfast 
17. Services 

a. All personal services 
b. Tanning bed facilities 
c. Barber and beauty shops 
d. Florists 
e. Mortuary 
f. Real Estate office 
g. Banks, financial institutions 
h. Dry Cleaning 

18. Animal Care 
a. Animal hospital with side and rear yards of at least 20 feet each. The rear yard shall be at 

least 40 feet where there is adjacent residential zoning. 
19. All restaurant 
20. All retail sales 
21. Art Studio/gallery, no including tattoo parlors 
22. Convenience store without gas 
23. Convenience store with gas 
24. All vehicle sales and services 
25. All water oriented sales and services 
26. All research and development 
27. All vehicle services 
28. Off street parking 
29. Reception/Banquet Hall 
30. Cemeteries and/or Memorial Gardens 

B. Conditional Uses 
1. Tattoo parlor 
2. Major utilities 
3. Commercial parking lots and garages 
4. All outdoor recreation 
5. Sweet Shop 

C. Accessory Uses 
1. Gardens for non-commercial purposes 
2. Storage garages and parking lots for use solely by occupants and guests of the premises. 
3. Tennis courts, swimming pools 
4. Radio and television towers incidental to a permitted use 
5. Incidental storage not to exceed 40 percent of the floor area 
6. Home occupations 

 

C. MX-C Commercial Mixed Use 
MX-C is intended to provide for a variety of residential, retail, service, and commercial uses.  While MX-C 
accommodates commercial uses, the inclusion of residential and employment uses are strongly encouraged in 
order to promote live-work and mixed use opportunities. 

 
B. Allowed Uses 

1. Detached Living (Single-Family Dwelling) 
2. Attached House 



CITY OF HAMMOND
ORDINANCE No. 22-5668 C.S

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARYlSO DAY
MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF SUBDIVISION

PLATS, SITE DEVELOPMENT PLANS OR ZONING AMENDMENTS FOR
MULTIFAMILY HOUSING WITHIN THE CITY OF HAMMOND, PROVIDING F'OR

VARIANCES AND PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.

WHEREAS, A Housing Advisory Committee was formed in 2020 by the Hammond City
Council; and

WHEREAS, the Housing Advisory Committee is expected to make recommendations to the
City regarding single family housing; and

WHEREAS, Mechanisms and programs that promote the development of high quality,
affordable single-family housing in the City, such as developer incentives, private/public
partnerships, redevelopment authority implementation and similar projects are in the public
interest; and

WHEREAS, Other programs, mechanisms, and measures that would assist in revitalizing and
stabilizing areas of the City for single family housing, including infrastructure that would create
more complete, connected, safe and attractive residential neighborhoods is in the public interest;
and

WHEREAS, the City wants to insure that the impact of future development of multi-family housing
has an acceptable impact on the distinctive character of the single family neighborhoods of the City;
and

WHEREAS, the City will change drastically if unlimited growth of development of multi-family
housing projects should occur under the City's existing ordinances, before the City can review and
consider the recommendations of the Housing Advisory Committee; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to study the recommendations of the
Housing Advisory Committee and update its development ordinances and procedures as determined
appropriate to meet the housing needs of City's citizens, and to protect the health, safety,
environment, quality of life, and general welfare; and

WHEREAS, in order for the City to have adequate and reasonable time to review, evaluate and
revise the City's development ordinances, as appropriate, and to consider the impact of the
ordinances upon future growth, public health and safety, development, the environment, the
historic character of the City's neighborhoods and places of importance and significance within
the City, the City wishes to implement a moratorium period of 180 days, during which no
applications for multi-family housing projects or subdivision plats will be accepted; and

WHEREAS, the purposes of prohibiting applications, for multi-family development permits
and/or approvals during this study period include, within limitation, preseruing the status quo during
the planning process, eliminating incentives for hasty applications, facilitating thoughtful and
consistent planning, avoiding exploitation of the delays inherent in the municipal legislative
process, and preventing applications from undermining the effectiveness of the revised ordinances by
applying for permits andlor approvals in order to avoid the application of new, possibly more
restrictive, development ordinances; and
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WHEREAS, in recognition of the appropriateness of multi-family dwelopment pemits and/or approvals to the

community, the City desires to implement this moratorium for a stated and fixed time period, and to
include a variance provision for cases of necessity and undue hardship.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED:

1. Except as provided below, no applications for multi-family subdivision plats, multi-family site
development plans, multi-family building permits or zoning amendments to change from single
family zoning to a zoning allowing multi-family development, will be accepted for fling or
processed and no such permits or approvals will be issued by the City until (a) 180 days after final
adoption of this ordinance, or ft) termination of this ordinance by the City Council, whichever is
sooner.

2. This moratorium shall not apply to applications within anareazoned Mixed Use, where the use is at

least fi f y (50Y0 non-residential.

3. This moratorium shall not apply to applications submitted on or before February 8,2022.

4. An owner of property within the City may request a variance from the requirements of this
ordinance urder the following conditions:

(a) special circumstances or conditions exist imposing an undue hardship on the property
owner: or

(b) where a multi-family project is in the public interest for that particular Neaandwill not disturb the
character ofthe neigfrborhood; or

(c) there is a previously existing legal right to proceed; or
(d) a re-zoning ofthe property would not result in a multi-family development..

5. A written application setting forth the basis for the requested vmiance must be submitted to the City
Planning andZnring Commission for its recommendation and final appnrval by the City Council by
resolution upon a m{ority vote ofthe City Council. A variance may be granted by the City Council
if it finds that special circumstances or conditions affecting the property in question justifi the
variance, and that flre adverse effect on the arcomplishment ofthe goals of the moratorium established
by this ordinance. Any request for a variance must be submitted to the City Cotncil at least seven (7)
days prior in the date ofthe City Courcil meeting at which the request is to be considered.

6. As used hereirl the term "multi-family'' shall mean a development ofthree (3) or more contiguous two-
family or duplex dwelling site or a single site with multi-family dwelling.

7. In the case of any conflict betrveen the other provisions of this ordinance and any existing ordinance
ofthe City, the provisions of this ordinance will control.

8. If any provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held
invalid, that invalidity orthe unenforceability will not affect any otherprovisions or applications of
this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this
end the provisions of this ordinance are severable.

9. This ordinance shall be effective as ofthe date offinal adoption.

The above and foregoing ordinance having being duly submitted to the Hammond City Council
in writing; introduced at a public rneeting on December 14,2021 of the Hammond City Council
and discussed at a public meeting held on February 8, 2022; after motion and second was
submitted to the official vote of the Hammond Citv Council.

On motion by Councilman S@q_Diviltaua_ and Second by Councilman Devon Wells the
foregoing ordinance was hereby declared adopted on February 8r 2022 by the following roll call
vote:

Votes: Councilman Wells (Y)o Councilman DiVittorio (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y),
Councilwoman Gonzales (Y)o Councilman Leon (Y).

WHEREFORE the above and foregoing ordinance was declared duly adopted on the 8th day of

Page 2 of3



X'ebruary, 2022, at Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana.

Kip Andrews
President, Hammond City Council

Lisa Cockerham, Clerk
Hammond Cify Council

Honorable Pete Panepinto
Mayor, City of Hammond

Recordatlon of Recelpt Recelr.ed from theMayor Clt!' of Hrmmond on
the yea? 2022-

tn accordancc wlth
Section 2-12 (B).

THE FOREGOING IS CERTIFIED
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CITY OF HAMMOND
ORDINANCE No. 23-5723

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND AND MODIFY THE MORATORIUM ON THE
ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF SUBDIVISION PLATS, SITE DEVELOPMENT
PLANS OR ZONING AMENDMENTS FOR MULTIFAMILY HOUSING WITHIN THE

CITY OF HAMMOND FOR AN ADDITIONAL 180 DAYS

WHEREAS, A Housing Advisory Committee was formed in2020 by the Hammond City Council
and the Housing Enhancement Committee was formed in2023 (collectively, the Housing Advisory
Committee); and

WHEREAS, on February 8, 2022,the City Council adopted a temporary 180 day moratorium and on
August 23, 2022 approved a 90 day extension of the moratorium on acceptance of applications and
issuance of permits or approvals for multi-family subdivision plats, multi-family site development
plans, multi-family building permits and zoning amendments to change from single family zoning to a
zoning allowing multi-family development in order to receive the recommendations of the Housing
Advisory Committee and to review, evaluate and revise the City's development ordinances, as
appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the Housing Advisory Committee is working diligently, but has not completed its
work and has not made recommendations to the Council; and

WHEREAS, in order for the City to have adequate and reasonable time to review and evaluate the
Housing Advisory Committee report and revise the City's development ordinances, as appropriate,
it is necessary to extend the moratorium for an additional 180 days from the date of final adoption
of this ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council determines it is necessary to expand the scope of the moratorium to
include group homes, halfway homes, special homes, group living, boarding home, and transient
boarding houses, and to extend the moratorium for an additional 180 days from the date of final
adoption of this ordinance to protect the health, safety, environment, quality of life, and general
welfare, preserving the status quo during the review and evaluation process, eliminating incentives for
hasty applications, facilitating thoughtful and consistent planning, avoiding exploitation of the delays
inherent in the municipal legislative process, and preventing applications from undermining the
effectiveness of the revised ordinances by applying for permits andlor approvals in order to avoid the
application of new, possibly more restrictive, development ordinances.



THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED:

Ordinance #22-5668 which adopted a 180 day moratorium and ordinance #22-5692 and#23-5703
which further extended the moratorium is further extended and shall be in full force and effective for
an additional 180 days from the date of final adoption of this ordinance.

The above and foregoing ordinance having being duly submitted to the Hammond City Councilin
writing; introduced at a public meeting on October 10. 2023 of the Hammond City Council and
discussed at a public meeting held onIgvgmbgtl4- 2023; after motion and second was
submitted to the official vote of the Hammond City Council.

On motion by Councilman DiVittorio and Second by Councilwoman Gonzales the foregoing
ordinance was hereby declared adopted on November 14. 2023 by the following roll call vote:

Ystrgs: Councilman Wells (Y), Councilman DiVittorio (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y), Councilwoman
Gonzales (Y), Councilman Leon (Y). Yeas: 5 Nays: 0 Absent: - Motion Approve 5-0

WHEREFORE the above and foregoing ordinance was declared duly adopted on the 14th day
of NovembSrJQzS-at Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana.

President, Hammond City Council Mayoro City of Hammond

Cockerham, Clerk CENTITICATE OT'D[]LI! ERY
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