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Work Session:      Thursday June 5, 2025 
Public Hearing:      Thursday, June 12, 2025 
City Council Introduction:    Tuesday, July 8, 2025 
City Council Public Hearing:  Tuesday, July 22, 2025 
 
Request: 
 
Update to the UDC Definitions by the City Planner. Definitions in red will be deleted.  
 
  
City Planner Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends approval. 
 
Public Hearing: 
 
For: 4   
Against: 0 
 
Commission Recommendation: 
 
Motion: 
Recommend approval for an amendment to the UDC (appendix A) regarding definitions.  
 
For:   Kylan Douglas, Ron Matthews, Monica Perez, Trey St. Romain 
Against:  None  
Abstain:  None  
Absent:  Trey Tycer 
 
Ordinance to Read: 
 
WHEREAS, on June 12, 2025 the Hammond Zoning Commission held a public hearing and 
recommended approval for an amendment to the UDC (appendix A) regarding definitions. 
 
 
NOW THEREFOR BE IT ORDAINED, the Hammond City Council held a public hearing on July 22, 2025 and 
approved the amendment to the UDC (appendix A) regarding definitions. 



DEFINITIONS TO BE DELETED 

FROM UDC APPENDIX A. DEFINITIONS 

Abandon~d Vehicle(s) - Any motor vehicle or mobile home as defined herein, which: 1. Has 
remained for a period of more than seventy-two (72) hours on public property illegally; 2. Lacks 
vital component parts or is in an inoperable condition such that it has no substantial potential 
further use consistent with its usual functions, except for vehicles kept in an enclosed garage or 
storage building; 3. Has remained for a period of more than sixty (60) days on private property 
without the consent of the person in control of such property. Even with consent, such vehicles 
and non-operating vehicles, shall not be kept in front or side yards; 4. Is voluntarily surrendered 
by its owner to and accepted by the City of Hammond or the City Police Department; or 5. 
Comes into the possession of the city or its police depart_ment by seizure, confiscation or other 
means hereinafter provided. 

Abandoning a Vehicle - Any act which renders a thing an "abandoned vehicle" as defined 
herein. Abandons - To completely forsake and desert an animal previously under the custody or 
possession of a person without making reasonable arrangements for its proper care, 
sustenance, and shelter. Abutting - The property directly touches another piece of property. 

Accessory Dwelling Unit - A dwelling that exists as part of a principal dwelling or on the same 
lot as the principal dwelling and is subordinate in size to the principal dwelling. 

Activity Center - Activity center is a term that refers to concentrated areas of housing arid 
employment such as downtowns, town centers, or edge cities. 

Adequate Public Facilities - Adequate public facilities include existing municipal services, 
including water, sewer, roads, and schools that are available to serve a development without the 
addition of new public facilities. 

Adult Dance Hall - Any dance hall whose permissible patrons or admittees are eighteen (18) 
years of age or older. 

Advertising Display Area - The Advertising display surface area (copy area) encompassed 
within any regular geometric figure which would enclose all parts of the sign. The structural 
supports for a sign, whether they be columns, pylons, or a building, or a part thereof, shall not 
be included in the advertising area. 

Affordable/Workforce Housing - Housing that is available at rate that a household at or below 
the median income level can afford the unit by paying no more than thirty (30%) percent of its 
annual income on housing. Families who pay more than thirty (30%) percent of their income for 
housing are considered cost burdened and may have difficulty affording necessities such as 
food, clothing, transportation and medical care. 

Air Conditioning System or Systems - One (1) or more units for the cooling, heating, or 
dehumidification, or combination thereof, of space for occupancy of any nature. 

Airport Elevation - The highest point of an airport's usable landing area measured in feet from 
mean sea level. 
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Airport Hazard - Any structure built by man or object of natural growth located on or in the 
vicinity of a public airport, of such a type that it endangers the lives and property of users of the 
airport and of occupants of land in its vicinity, and also, if of the obstruction type, in effect, 
reduces the size of the area available for landing, take-off, and maneuvering of aircraft thus 
tending to destroy or impair the utility of the airport or landing field and the public health, public 
safety, or general welfare. 

Alluvial Fan Flooding - Flooding occurring on the surface of an alluvial fan or similar landform 
which originates at the apex and is characterized by high-velocity flows; active processes of 
erosion, sediment transport, and deposition; and unpredictable flow paths. 

Animal Boarding - The use of land for boarding, selling, training or breeding cats or dogs for 
compensation, or the keeping of more than twelve (12) dogs or cats in combination for any 
purpose. 

Animal Shelter - A structure that is owned, operated or maintained by a public body, 
established humane society or other private or nonprofit organization used for the care of lost, 
abandoned or neglected pets. 

Annual Bond Principal and Interest Payments - All of those funds that are paid to retire 
bonded indebtedness and the interest on those bonds that are the liabilities of the Water and 
Sewer Department 

Anything of Value - Must be given the broadest possible construction, including any 
conceivable thing of the slightest value, movable or immovable, corporeal or incorporeal, public 
or private and including transportation, telephone and telegraph services or any other service 
available for hire. It must be construed in the broad popular sense of the phrase, not necessarily 
as synonymous with the transitional legal term "property." In all cases involving shoplifting the 
term "value" is the actual retail price of the property at the time of the offense. 

Apartment or Apartment Unit - One (1) of two (2) or more self-contained dwelling units under 
a common roof. Will be billed as a commercial customer if they are served by a common master 
meter. 

Apartment Building - A building type that accommodates multiple units and may be managed 
as either a rental property in which units are not owned by residents or as a condominium, 
where each unit is privately held. 

Apex - A point on an alluvial fan or similar landform below which the flow path of the major 
stream that formed the fan becomes unpredictable and alluvial fan flooding can occur. 

Apiary - The assembly of one (1) or more colonies of bees at a single location. 

Approach, Transitional, Horizontal, and Conical Zones - Any structure built by man or object 
of natural growth located on or in the vicinity of a public airport, of such a type that it endangers 
the lives and property of users of the airport and of occupants of land in its vicinity, and also, if 
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of the obstruction type, in effect, reduces the size of the area available for landing, take-off, and 
maneuvering of aircraft thus tending to destroy or impair the utility of the airport or landing field 
and the public health, public safety, or general welfare. 

Aquifer - A water-bearing geologic formation sometimes confined between clay layers and 
sometimes on the surface. Aquifers are typically the source of ground water for drinking and 
irrigation. 

Arch - A structure that spans a space while supporting weight through compression. 

Area of Future Conditions Flood Hazard - The land area that would be inundated by the one 
(1%) percent annual chance (one hundred-year) flood based on future conditions hydrology. 

Area of Special Flood Hazard - The land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one 
(1 %) percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as 
Zone A on the flood hazard boundary map (FHBM). After detailed rate making has been 
completed in preparation for publication of the firm, Zone A usually is refined into zones A, AO, 
AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, V1-30, VE orV. 

Assumed Retirement Benefit - The benefit by which the employer shall determine his 
contribution to the trust on behalf of each participant. Such assumed retirement benefit will 
provide an assumed annual annuity for such participant, payable from his normal retirement 
date until attainment of age sixty-five (65), equal to thirty-eight (38%) percent of such 
participant's monthly compensation, less one-thirtieth(1/30) for each year of continuous service 
with the Hammond, Louisiana Fire Department as an employee less than thirty (30). Such 
assumed retirement benefit shall be increased by accumulated dividends and excess 
investment earnings or reduced by any investment loss. Pre-retirement shall be based on an 
interest assumption of five (5%) percent and post-retirement based on an interest assumption of 
five (5%) percent. 

Attached House - A building type containing two (2) principal dwelling units on a single lot with 
private yards on all four (4) sides. Each unit has its own external entrance. Unit can be located 
on separate floors, side-to-side, or back-to-back. 

Audit Period - Standard fiscal year of operation. This is normally from July 1 of one (1) year 
until June 30 of the following year, but may be changed upon recommendation of the 
independent auditor and approval by the council and the state legislative auditor. 

Authorized Private Receptacle - A litter storage and collection receptacle constructed in 
accordance with the following : 

1. For garbage. Garbage containers shall be made of metal or plastic, equipped with 
suitable handles and tight-fitting covers, and shall be watertight, but not to include 
plastic bags not in a container. 

a. Capacity: Garbage containers shall have a capacity of not more than ninety­
six (96) gallons. 
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b. Sanitation: Garbage containers shall be of a type approved by the city health 
officer or city official designated to such responsibility and shall be kept in a 
clean, neat and sanitary condition at all times. 

2. For ashes. Ash containers shall be made of metal and have a capacity of not more 
than fifteen (15) gallons. 

3. For rubbish. Rubbish containers shall be of a kind suitable for collection purposes 
and shall be of such weight that they can be handled by one (1) man. 

Placement: Garbage/Recycle containers must be placed immediately adjacent to (not 
less than one nor more than five feet from traveled surface of) streets. No container shall 
be placed on the street or sidewalk or in any ditch along the street. 

Back Washing - The rinsing and/or cleaning of cartridge or sand filters. 

Beekeeper -A person who owns or has charge of one (1) or more colonies of bees. 

Beekeeping Equipment - Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies, 
supers, frames, top and bottom boards, and extractors. 

Beverages of High Alcoholic Content -Alcoholic beverages containing more than six (6%) 
percent alcohol by volume. 

Beverages of Low Alcoholic Content - Alcoholic beverages containing not more than six (6%) 
percent alcohol by volume. 

Bingo or Keno Session - Those games of chance played for prizes with cards bearing 
numbers or other designations, five (5) or more in one line, the holder thereof covering the 
number or other designations as objects similarly numbered or designated are drawn from a 
receptacle and the game being won by the person who first covers a previously designated 
arrangements of numbers or other designations on such card. Bingo or keno sessions shall 
mean a period of time not to exceed three (3) hours. 

Biodiversity - The variety of living things; it includes the variety of living organisms and the 
communities and ecosystems in which they occur. 

Block. Face - The aggregate of all the building facades on one (1) side of a block. 

Block Rezoning - A rezoning request that includes more than two (2) lots of record, other than 
those eligible for administrative rezoning 

Board of Appeal - A board consisting of five (5) members, two (2) to be appointed by the city 
and three (3) to be appointed by the parish police jury, for the purpose of hearing appeals from 
decisions of the Hammond Airport Zoning Board. 

Boarding Home - A for-profit or nonprofit boarding home, rest home, or other home for the 
sheltered care of adult persons which, in addition to providing food and shelter to four (4) or 
more persons unrelated to the owner/operator, may also provide any personal care or service 
beyond food, shelter, and laundry. 
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Bona Fide Private Club - Any association or organization having the traditional attributes of 
self-government, which include, but are not limited to; an organizational plan, duly elected 
officers, regularly scheduled meetings, a plan or purpose of exclusiveness on some basis other 
than race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, or physical condition. -Any 
association or organization having the traditional attributes of self-government, which include, 
but are not limited to; an organizational plan, duly elected officers, regularly scheduled 
meetings, a plan or purpose of exclusiveness on some basis other than race, color, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, age, sex, or physical condition. 

Bond reserve payments - All of those required payments made into funds that are required to 
be held in reserve to insure payment of the particular bond issues. 

Breakaway Wall - A wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is intended 
through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces, without 
causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system. 

Brownfields - Sites that are underutilized or not in active use, on land that is either 
contaminated or perceived as contaminated. 

Building and Zoning Inspector - The person designated by the local government to enforce 
the Zoning Ordinance. If no other person is appointed to administer these regulations the 
Building and Zoning Inspector shall administer these regulations. 

Built Environment - The urban environment consisting of buildings, roads, fixtures, parks, and 
all other improvements that form the physical character of a city. 

Burglary Alarm System - An alarm system signaling an entry or attempted entry into the area 
protected by said system. 

Calculation Period - The annual operating expenses shall be calculated based on the standard 
fisca l year of operation. This is normally from July 1 of one (1) year until June 30 the following 
year, but may be changed upon recommendation the designated independent auditor and 
approval by the council 

Caliper - The diameter of plant material, measured at six (6") inches above grade. 

Capital Improvements - Those improvements to the sewer and water system that are 
approved by the council as part of the annual budget adoption procedure and are part of the 
normal five (5) year capital outlay budget. This also includes those items that are purchased or 
constructed due to unforeseen circumstances or emergencies and were done with the 
knowledge and consent of the council 

City Building Official - The person appointed by the mayor to the position of city building 
official, or his/her duly authorized representative. 
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Collection Agency - A person who collects accounts, notes and securities of another from a 
debtor or person owing the account, note or security and charges therefore a fee either on a set 
money basis or on a contingent basis, attorneys-at-law excepted. 

Colony or Hive - An aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when 
perfect, one (1) queen and at times many drones, including brood, combs, honey and the 
receptacle inhabited by the Bees. 

Combined Sewer - A sewer receiving both surface run-off and sewage. 

Commencement of Construction - The disturbance of soils associated with clearing, grading, 
excavating activities, or other construction activities. 

Commercial Handbill - Any printed or written matter, any sample or device, dodger, circular, 
leaflet, pamphlet, paper, booklet, or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copies 
of any matter of literature: 

1. Which advertises for sale any merchandise, produce, commodity or thing; or 
2. Which directs attention to any business or mercantile or commercial establishment, or 
other activity, for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interest thereof 
by sales; 
or 
3. Which directs attention to or advertises any meeting, theatrical performance, 
exhibition, or event of any kind for which an admission fee is charged for the purpose of 
private gain or profit; but the terms of this clause shall not apply where an admission fee 
is charged or a collection is 
taken up for the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to such meeting, theatrical 
performance, exhibition, or event of any kind, when either of the same is held, given or 
takes place in connection with the dissemination of information which is not restricted 
under the ordinary rules of decency, good morals, public peace, safety and good order; 
provided that nothing contained in this clause shall be deemed to authorize the holding, 
giving or taking place of any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition, or event of any 
kind, without a license, where such license is or may be required by any law of this state, 
or under any ordinance of this city; or 
4. Which, while containing reading matter other than advertising matter, is predominantly 
and essentially an advertisement, and is distributed or circulated for advertising 
purposes, or for the private benefit and gain of any person so engaged as advertiser or 
distributor 

Compact Development - Development that optimizes its use of land.· 

Compensation - A participant's annual basic nondeferred remuneration paid to him by the 
employer exclusive of any extraordinary remuneration including overtime pay or bonuses. 

Complete Community - A community whose mix of housing offers many types of homes 
affordable to people with a wide range of income in multiple stages of their lives. 
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Compliance Officer - The person appointed by the mayor to the position of compliance officer, 
or his/her duly authorized representative. The compliance officer is the city building official or 
his/her duly authorized representative. 

Composite Sample - A sample consisting of a minimum of three (3) grab samples of effluent 
collected at regular intervals over a normal operating day which may be combined proportional 
to flow, or a sample continuously collected proportional to flow over a normal operating day. 

Compressor Horsepower, (one) - The equivalent of one (1) ton of refrigeration which, for the 
purposes of this section, is the heat required to melt ice at the rate of one (1) ton in twenty-four 
(24) hours. 

Computation of Time - The day on which such notice is given or such act is done shall be 
counted in computing the time, but the day on which such proceeding is to be had shall not be 
counted. 

Condominium, Residential - The use of a site for a building or group of buildings forming a 
series of attached dwelling units constructed with common or abutting walls and located on a 
commonly owned site, where the units are owned individually and the land (including the land 
under the unit), structure(s), common areas and facilities are owned by all the unit owners on a 
proportional, undivided basis. 

Conservation Easements - Conservation easements are voluntary, legally binding agreements 
for landowners that limit parcels of land or pieces of property to certain uses. Land under 
conservation easements remains privately owned. Most easements are permanent. 

Contingency Amount - The amount of money determined by generally accepted governmental 
accounting principles that to be held aside and used only for unforeseen emergency needs, not 
to exceed ten (10%) percent of total operating expenses. 

Contractor's Gross Receipts - For the purpose of computing the license fee provided for in 
Louisiana Revised Statute 47:355, a contractor's gross receipts are determined the same for all 
contracts, whether or not they have lump sum contract or a cost-plus contract are based on the 
actual whereas, the gross receipts for a cost-plus contract are based on the actual cost of the 
contract to the owner including the amount added thereto as a fee. 

Control Manhole - A manhole giving access to a building sewer at some point before the 
building sewer discharge mixes with other discharges in the public sewer. 

Control Point - A point of access to a course of discharge between the point of origination of 
the discharge and the point at which the discharge mixes with other discharges in the public 
sewer. 

Corporate Counsel - The attorney for the city . 
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Cosmetic Cleaning - Pertaining to cleaning done for cosmetic purposes. It does not include 
industrial cleaning, cleaning associated with manufacturing activities, hazardous or toxic waste 
cleaning, or any cleaning otherwise regulated under federal, state, or local laws. 

Critical Feature - An integral and readily identifiable part of a flood protection system, without 
which the flood protection provided by the entire system would be compromised. 

Cruel - Every act or failure to act whereby unjustifiable physical pain or suffering is caused or 
permitted. 

Dance Hall - A cafe, restaurant or other place where dancing is provided for, whether or not it 
occurs, with live or electronically produced or transmitted music. 

Dangerous Weapon -Any gas, liquid or other substance or instrumentality, which, in the 
manner used, is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily harm 

Dealer in Bicycles - Any person engaged in the sale of bicycles at retail or wholesale. 

Decibel (dB) - A unit for measuring the volume of a sound, equal to twenty (20) times the 
logarithm to the base ten ( 1 0) of the ratio of the pressure of the sound measured to the 
reference pressure, which is twenty (20) micropascals (twenty (20) micronewtons per square 
meter). 

Density Bonus - Allows developers to build in specified areas at densities that are higher than 
normally allowed to incentivize developers to comply with specific actions the City encourages. 

Detached House - A building type that accommodates a single family residence. 

Director of Planning and Development - The person appointed by the mayor to the position of 
director of planning and development, or his/her duly authorized representative. 

Director of Utilities - The person appointed by the mayor to the position of director of utilities, 
or his/her duly authorized representative. 

Directory Sign - A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the use of building is 
given. This shall include office buildings and church directories. 

Driver - Any person who physically drives an ambulance 

Dwelling, Patio Home - A one-family dwelling on a small separate lot with open space 
setbacks or yards on three (3) sides only. 

Elected Official - Any person, whether compensated or not, who is: 
1. Elected as provided for under the plan of government, including, but not limited to, the 
mayor and members of the city council. 
2. Specifically excluded are the judges of the city court and the officials of these offices 
whose electorate lies outside or extends beyond the boundaries of the city. 
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Street Right-of-Way - That area dedicated to public use between front property lines and 
measured at right angles to the centerline of the street. Such width shall be not less than fifty 
(50) feet, and may be increased if in the discretion of the Planning Commission the future needs 
of the community will be better served. 

Student Count - The sum of the number of students registered at a particular public or private 
educational institution for the nine (9) month school year divided by twelve (12) for the previous 
audit year. This count shall be recalculated and changed once a year in September. (Rate 
differs for SLU) 

Subdivision Agent - Any person who represents, or acts for or on the behalf of, a subdivider or 
developer, in selling, leasing or developing, or offering to sell, lease, or develop any interest, lot, 
parcel, unit, site, or plat in a subdivision, except an attorney at law whose representation of 
another person consists solely of rendering legal services. 

Sustainable Development - Development with the goal of preserving environmental quality, 
natural resources and livability for present and future generations. Sustainable initiatives work to 
ensure efficient use of resources. 

Source Water Assessment Plan (SWAP) -A requirement of the 1996 amendments to the 
federal Safe Drinking Water Act that an assessment and protection plan be developed for each 
surface water source used for drinking water. 

Temporary Improvement - Improvements built and maintained by a subdivider or developer 
during construction of the subdivision and prior to release of the performance bond 

Townhouse Condominium - A Townhouse for sale by individual units, providing common open 
spaces in lieu of individual family yards. 

Trailer Coach - Any vehicle which is being used as sleeping or living quarters, which is or may 
be mounted on wheels, and which is or may be propelled either by its own power or by another 
powerdriven vehicle to which it is or can be attached. The term "trailer coach" shall also cover 
and include a trailer car, automobile trailer and house trailer. 

Treatment Technique (TT) - A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce 
the level of contaminant in drinking water. 

Uncontaminated - Not containing a harmful quantity of any substance. 

Understory - The unfinished space between the lowest finish floor of a building and natural 
grade. 

Undeveloped Property - Any idle land that is not improved or actually in the process of being 
improved with residential, commercial, industrial, church, park, school, or governmental facilities 
or other structures or improvements intended for human use occupancy and the grounds 
maintained in association therewith. The term shall be deemed to include property developed 
exclusively as a street or highway or property used for commercial agricultural purposes. 

17 



Unit - A single family dwelling, portable buildings, an individual apartment, a separate business 
entity. 

Unpolluted Wastewater - Water containing: 
1. No free or emulsified grease or oil; 
2. No acids or alkalis; 
3. No phenols or other substances producing taste or odor in the receiving waters; 
4. No toxic or poisonous substances in suspension, colloidal state or solution; 
5. No noxious or otherwise obnoxious or odorous gases; 
6. Not more than ten (10) milligrams per liter each of suspended solids and BOD; and 
7. Color not exceeding fifty (50) units as measured by the platinum-cobalt method of 
determination as specified in "Standard Methods." 

Urban Street - A thoroughfare appropriate for use in medium- to high-intensity, mixed-use 
areas, and typically contains on-street parking, street trees in tree wells, and wide sidewalks. 

Useable Wall Area - The exterior wall or surface area of a building or structure that excludes 
doors and windows. 

VMT - VMT refers to vehicle miles traveled and is a standard measure of transportation activity. 

Wastewater Service Charge - The charge on all users of the public sewer system whose 
wastes do not exceed in strength the concentration values established as representative of 
normal wastewater. 

Water Conservation Device -A cooling tower, spray pond, evaporative condenser or other 
equipment by which water Is cooled, recirculated, thereby limiting the use of water from city 
mains to the amount lost through evaporation. 

Water Regulated Device - A regulating valve or other device, the purpose of which is to limit 
the maximum use of water to a predetermined rate. 

Waters of the United States - All waters which are currently used, were used in the past, or 
may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are 
subject to the ebb and flow tide; all interstate waters , including interstate wetlands; all other 
waters by which the use, degradation, or destruction of which would affect or could affect 
interstate or foreign commerce; all impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the 
United States under this definition; all wetlands adjacent to waters identified in this definition; 
and any waters within the federal definition of 'Waters of the United States: at 40 CFR 122.2; 
but not including any waste treatment systems, treatment ponds, or lagoons designed to meet 
the requirement of the federal Clean Water Act. 

Weighted Sound Level - The sound pressure level in decibels as measured on a sound level 
meter using the A-weighing network. The level so read is designated dB(A) or dBA. 
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