HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
312 EAST CHARLES STREET
HAMMOND, LOUISIANA
April 28, 2026
5:30pm

I. CALL TO ORDER : Councilman Kip Andrews
II. ROLL CALL: Councilman Andrews (P), Councilwoman Gonzales (P), Councilman DiVittorio (P),
Councilman Leon (P), Councilman Wells (P)

III. PUBLIC HEARING

1. An Ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code, (UDC), by the City Planner regarding
Applicability and Minimum Requirements.

Charles Borchers, explained the ordinance.

Andre Coudrain, City Attorney, stated that there was come clean up in language to the ordinance from
the version introduced .

No Public Comment

HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MINUTES
312 EAST CHARLES STREET
HAMMOND, LOUISIANA
April 28, 2026
6:00pm or at conclusion of Public Hearing

I. CALL TO ORDER: Councilman Andrews

II. ROLL CALL: Councilman Andrews (P), Councilwoman Gonzales (P), Councilman DiVittorio (P),
Councilman Leon (P), Councilman Wells (P)

III. PRAYER : Councilman Andrews

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All veterans and active military, please render the proper salute.
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of April 14, 2026 Meeting.

There was a motion by Councilwoman Gonzales second Councilman Leon to approve Minutes of
April 14, 2026

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales (Y), Councilman Wells (abstain), Councilman DiVittorio (Y),
Councilman Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 4-0
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VI. PRESENTATION : Autism Awareness presentation, Ms. Brandy Brown gave a presentation on
Autism Awareness and the need for resources to help students with autism.

Mr. Felder, New Postmaster of Hammond, introduced himself and offered assistance with any concerns.
VII. FINAL ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE:

1. Final adoption of Ordinance to amend the Unified Development Code, (UDC), by the City Planner
regarding Applicability and Minimum Requirements. (Charles Borchers)

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilwoman Gonzales to adopt an ordinance
to amend the Unified Development Code, (UDC), by the City Planner regarding Applicability and
Minimum Requirements with corrections as recommended by the city attorney.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(abstain), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman
Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 4-0

VIII. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE:

1. Introduction of an ordinance to approve a rezoning request by Encore Enterprises, Inc (Farrah Laciura)
to rezone 44590 Falcon Drive from C-N to I-L for a warehouse. The property is located in District 1. The
Planning and Zoning Commission, hearing no opposition, recommends adoption (3-0).

Charles Borchers, explained the ordinance.

Frankie Cali, representative of the owner explained the request.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilman DiVittorio to introduce an
ordinance to to approve a rezoning request by Encore Enterprises, Inc (Farrah Laciura) to rezone 44590
Falcon Drive from C-N to I-L for a warehouse. The property is located in District 1. The Planning and
Zoning Commission, hearing no opposition, recommends adoption

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

2. Introduction of an ordinance to approve a Major Subdivision request by Becky Harper at 47103
Conrad E. Anderson. The property is located in District 1. The Planning and Zoning Commission,
hearing no opposition, recommends adoption (3-0).

Charles Borchers, explained the ordinance.

Becky Harper was available for questions.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilwoman Gonzales to introduce an
ordinance to to approve a Major Subdivision request by Becky Harper at 47103 Conrad E. Anderson. The
property is located in District 1. The Planning and Zoning Commission, hearing no opposition,
recommends adoption (3-0).

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (Y).

3. Introduction of an ordinance by the City Planner to amend Signage and Notices from the City’s
Unified Development Code, (UDC). The Planning and Zoning Commission, hearing no opposition,
recommends adoption (3-0).

Councilman DiVittorio, explained the ordinance and showed the difference of signage and sizing.

Pam Haynes, Hammond stated that signs should be bigger.

Andre Felder, Hammond postmaster stated that certified is the best way to send out letters.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilman DiVittorio to introduce an
ordinance by the City Planner to amend Signage and Notices from the City’s Unified Development Code,
(UDC). The Planning and Zoning Commission, hearing no opposition, recommends adoption (3-0).
Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0
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IX. RESOLUTIONS:

1. A resolution accepting the annual Municipal Water Pollution Prevention report as required by the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality in the city's discharge permit for the South Wastewater
Treatment Plant.

Nathan Levy, provided the water pollution and prevention report. There was a correction on page 5 and
page 16.

There was a motion by Councilwoman Gonzales second Councilman Wells accepting the annual
Municipal Water Pollution Prevention report as required by the Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quality in the city's discharge permit for the South Wastewater Treatment Plant with corrections on page
5 and page 16.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales (Y), Councilman Wells (Y), Councilman DiVittorio (Y), Councilman
Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

2. A resolution to grant a waiver of the city of Hammond’s Open Container Law to the Hammond
Regional Arts Center during the beer-tasting event Brews Arts Festival held on Saturday, October 24,
2026 from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. The event will take place at The Pavilion and within the boundaries of W
Morris Ave, the railroad track, Hanson Crossing, and SW Railroad Ave.

Melissa Griffin, explained the event.

There was a motion by Councilwoman Gonzales second Councilman Leon to grant a waiver of the city
of Hammond’s Open Container Law to the Hammond Regional Arts Center during the beer-tasting event
Brews Arts Festival held on Saturday, October 24, 2026 from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm. The event will take
place at The Pavilion and within the boundaries of W Morris Ave, the railroad track, Hanson Crossing,
and SW Railroad Ave.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (abstain). Motion approved 4-0

3.Ratify and award bids received 04/16/2026 for “Lift Station Improvements [FY2025]”—project no. 420-
32501.

Jay C. Pittman explained the item and recommend award to Lawson — Bonet for $463,925.
Councilwoman Gonzales asked about the lift stations.

Stanley Campbell, District 1, asked about the difference in the bid amounts.

There was a motion by Councilman DiVittorio second Councilman Wells to ratify and award bids
received 04/16/2026 for “Lift Station Improvements [FY2025] —project no. 420-32501 and recommends award

to Lawson Bonet Contruction, Inc.for $463,925.00.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales (Y), Councilman Wells (Y), Councilman DiVittorio (Y), Councilman
Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

4. Ratify and award bids received 04/23/2026 for “Water Line Upgrades [FY2026]”—project no. 616-
12507.

Jay C. Pittman, explained the item and recommend award to Greenbriar Digging Service, Inc. for
$322,980.00.

Councilman Wells, asked about the location of the waterlines.

Councilman DiVittorio asked about Lakeview.

Councilman Andrews explained why there was a delay in the widening of the road, because the
waterlines and water hydrants hand to be done first for safety reasons.

here was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilwoman Gonzales to ratify and award bids
received 04/23/2026 for “Water Line Upgrades [FY2026] —project no. 616-12507 and recommends award to
Greenbriar Digging Service, Inc. for $322,980.00.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

5. A resolution 1) accepting a $251,774 grant from the Community Development Block Grant Program
for improvements to Zemurray Park; and 2) authorizing the Mayor or his designee to complete and sign
related documents. There is NO match requirement.

Charles Borchers IV, explained the item.
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Councilman Wells, asked about improvements.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilwoman Gonzales 1) accepting a
$251,774 grant from the Community Development Block Grant Program for improvements to Zemurray
Park; and 2) authorizing the Mayor or his designee to complete and sign related documents. There is NO
match requirement.

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales(Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio(Y), Councilman Leon
(Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

6. A resolution ratifying and accepting a quote from Automatic Access Gates, LLC, to install a fence
around the Mooney Avenue Park Splash Pad in the amount of $14,816.82

Charles Borchers, explained the item.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilman DiVittiorio ratifying and accepting
a quote from Automatic Access Gates, LLC, to install a fence around the Mooney Avenue Park Splash
Pad in the amount of $14,816.82

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales (Y), Councilman Wells(Y), Councilman DiVittorio (Y), Councilman
Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 5-0

7. A resolution supporting an application to the Keep Louisiana Beautiful Affiliate Grant Program to
provide up to $5,000 towards the purchase of reusable recycling totes and educational materials as part of
a litter prevention and recycling initiative.

Charles Borchers, explained the item.

There was a motion by Councilman Andrews second Councilman DiVittorio supporting an
application to the Keep Louisiana Beautiful Affiliate Grant Program to provide up to $5,000 towards the
purchase of reusable recycling totes and educational materials as part of a litter prevention and recycling
initiative

Vote: Councilwoman Gonzales (Y), Councilman Wells (absent), Councilman DiVittorio (Y),
Councilman Leon (Y), Councilman Andrews (Y). Motion approved 4-0

X. REPORTS:

Mayor: No report
Charles Borchers, stated that demolitions will be submitted for the next meetings agenda.

Council:

Councilman DiVittorio, stated that code enforcement is doing a good job as well as parks and grounds.
He also asked about speed bumps.

Richard Jackson asked about curfew

Z Renee Washington, asked about papers regarding her property at 402 Washington Ave.

Cheryl McKay, Reed Street stated she was having a problem with a neighbor and needed help.

Joyce Cox was following up on some items she had asked about previously one being a speed bump on
Spruce St, sidewalk and abandon cars and trucks.

Councilman Wells, talked abou a traffic stop that took place and the officers were wearing mask. He also
asked about smoking in Mooney Park.

XI. ADJOURN:

There was a motion by Councilwoman Gonzales and second by Councilman Andrewsn to adjourn
the meeting. All members were in favor and the meeting was adjourned. Motion to adjourn 5-0
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CERTIFICATION OF CLERK
I LISA COCKERHAM, CLERK OF COUNCIL DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE
AND FOREGOING IS ATRUE AND CORRECT RECITATION OF THE BUSINESS
TRANSACTED AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL HELD
April 28, 2026

BEING 4 PAGES IN LENGTH

LISA COCKERHAM

HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL CLERK

PRESIDENT, KIP ANDREWS
HAMMOND CITY COUNCIL

Persons needing accommodations or assistance should contact City Council Clerk Lisa Cockerham
at 985-277-5610. Request should be made at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.
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